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VOCM Cares School
Inclusion Fund

School Application Guidelines

Purpose of the Fund

The VOCM Cares School Inclusion Fund was created to help remove financial barriers that
may prevent students from participating in school activities, events, and opportunities.

The goal of the program is to ensure that no student is excluded from school experiences
due to financial hardship at home. Even small costs associated with school activities can

create barriers for students and families. This fund is intended to support inclusion,
participation, and equal access to opportunities within the school environment.

Eligibility

Applications may be submitted by:
e School Principals
¢ Vice Principals

e Guidance Counsellors

Eligible applicants include all public K-12 schools within Newfoundland and Labrador.
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Funding Available

Each school selected will receive up to $1,000 through the program in approved year of
funding approval.*

Funding is intended to provide flexible, student-focused support throughout the school
year and may be used at the discretion of school administration and support staff to assist
students facing financial barriers.

Examples of Eligible Uses

Funding may be used for:

e Field trip fees

e School activity or event fees

e School supplies related to activities

e Studentinclusion supports

e Other small but meaningful barriers identified by school staff

The program is intended to support student participation, inclusion, and overall school
experience.
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Application Requirements

Schools applying for funding will be asked to provide the following:

1. School Information

¢ Schoolname

e School address

¢ Main contact person and role

¢ Email address and phone number

2. School Need Overview

A brief summary outlining:
¢ Whythe schoolis applying
e Generalfinancial challenges students may face

¢ How the funding would supportinclusion and participation within the school
community

3. Estimated Use of Funds

A short description of how the school anticipates the funding may be used throughout the
schoolyear.

Please do notinclude any student names or identifying personal information.
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Confidentiality & Administration

Schools receiving funding must agree that:
e Student privacy and dignity will be protected at all times
e Funds will be distributed discreetly and fairly
e Noidentifying student information will be shared with VOCM Cares

Funding administration is expected to remain within the school’s administration,
counselling, or student support teams.

Reporting Requirements

To help measure the impact of the program while maintaining confidentiality, schools
receiving funding will be required to submit a brief year-end summary report that includes:

e Approximate number of students supported
e General types of expenses covered

e Overallimpact of the fund within the school community

No personal or identifying student information will be collected.
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Funding Rotation Guideline

*To help ensure fair and equitable access to the VOCM Cares School Inclusion Fund
across Newfoundland and Labrador, schools selected to receive funding will not be
eligible to reapply for a period of three (3) years from their approved funding year.

With more than 250 public schools across the province, this rotation model helps:

¢ Expand the reach of the program

e Support awider range of schools and communities over time

e Ensure fair distribution of available funding

¢ Allow new schools in need the opportunity to access support each year

Schools are welcome to reapply once the three-year eligibility period has passed.

Selection Considerations

Applications may be reviewed based on:

e Demonstrated student need

e Geographic representation across the province

e School population and community factors

e Ability to administer the fund confidentially and effectively

Funding decisions will be reviewed and approved by a dedicated VOCM Cares School
Inclusion Fund Committee established through VOCM Cares. The committee will oversee
the application review process, funding distribution recommendations, and overall
program administration to help ensure fairness, transparency, and equitable distribution
of funding across Newfoundland and Labrador schools.
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Additional Notes

¢ Fundingisintended to supplement existing school and community supports.

e Submission of an application does not guarantee funding approval.

¢ Funding decisions are final.

e Schools may reapply following the three-year eligibility period.

¢ These guidelines and funding structures are subject to change based on the future
growth of the program, fundraising success, program demand, and funding
availability in coming years.

Program Vision

The VOCM Cares School Inclusion Fund aims to support a more inclusive and equitable
school experience for students across Newfoundland and Labrador by helping ensure
every child has the opportunity to participate, belong, and thrive.
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